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SIMON PRESTON

Biography


Simon Preston made his debut at the Royal Festival Hall in London in March 1962, performing the organ solos in Janacek’s Glagolitic Mass.  But before that, devotees of the annual Christmas Eve broadcast from King’s College Cambridge of the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols had heard Simon Preston accompanying the Choir from the Chapel, where he had been a chorister as a boy, and where he returned later as Organ Scholar.  Shortly after his London debut Mr. Preston was appointed Sub-Organist of Westminster Abbey, and later that same year appeared for the first time at the Henry Wood Promenade Concerts at the Royal Albert Hall.  During that period he worked under many famous conductors, including Leopold Stokowski, Pierre Monteux, Leonard Bernstein and Benjamin Britten.  In 1965 he made his first tour to the United States and Canada, and by the time he left Westminster Abbey in 1967 Mr. Preston was already an internationally acclaimed artist.


In 1981 he was appointed Organist and Master of the Choristers at Westminster Abbey, where his work with the choir received great acclaim.  He directed the music at the Royal Wedding of Sarah Ferguson and Prince Andrew in 1986, and was responsible for writing much of Salieri’s music in the movie Amadeus.


Since leaving Westminster Abbey in 1987 he has continued to pursue an active career as a highly sought-after concert organist.  He recorded the Saint-Saëns “Organ” Symphony with the Berlin Philharmonic and James Levine, the Poulenc Organ Concerto with the Boston Symphony and Seiji Ozawa, and the Copland Organ Symphony with the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra and Leonard Slatkin.  Since his first tour in 1965, Simon Preston has been a regular visitor to the United States, often appearing as a guest artist at conventions of the American Guild of Organists as well as tours that have included most of the States in America.  The New York Chapter of the AGO named him International Performer of the Year for 1987.

The description in a Vienna newspaper recently of Simon Preston as “a living legend” serves as a reminder that his recording career began nearly fifty years ago with the performance of a Gibbons Fantasia on a King’s College, Cambridge disc.  There are currently nearly fifty of his CDs still available, including versions of the Handel Organ Concertos with both Yehudi Menuhin and Trevor Pinnock, and Bach’s 5th Brandenburg Concerto as harpsichord soloist, as well as many recordings with the choirs of both Westminster Abbey and Christ Church, Oxford.  In 1971 Mr. Preston was awarded an “Edison Classique” for his recordings of Messiaen’s Les Corps Glorieux and Hindemith’s Organ Sonatas.  The recording of Handel’s Coronation Anthems with the Westminster Abbey Choir conducted by Simon Preston was awarded a “Grand Prix du Disque” in 1983.  In October of 2000 Deutsche Grammophon launched his complete recording of Bach’s organ works.  Classic CD recently named Mr. Preston in its list, “The Greatest Players of the Century,” that included the entire classical music world.

Current as of September 2007
SIMON PRESTON

Press Notices

NEW YORK CITY
“Simon Preston proved the ideal performer: it was hard to imagine that anyone could have displayed the mighty Skinner instrument of St. Bartholomew’s Church more fully and effectively.”

The New York Times

LOS ANGELES
“BRITISH VIRTUOSO CLOSES ORGAN SERIES IN STYLE … closing the series’ 30th season in spectacular fashion.” 

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON
“He is quite evidently a polished master of the king of instruments, and a superbly sensitive musician to boot.”

Washington Star

CHICAGO
“Preston is an artist of remarkable musicality and accomplishment.”

Chicago Tribune

MIAMI
“Technically, Mr. Preston is one of the strongest virtuoso organ performers we have ever heard.  He is apparently afraid of no work, however formidable, and can do anything he likes with the manuals and pedals, and at any tempo.  The church was completely filled – surely evidence of the listener’s advance knowledge of Mr. Preston’s quality as an artist.”

Miami Herald

HOUSTON
“ENGLISH ORGANIST IS SUPERB.”

Houston Chronicle
SAN FRANCISCO
“... a virtuoso, but more importantly, a fine artist of superior musicianship on every count … an inordinately interesting selection of repertory … flawless sense of style.”

San Francisco Examiner

CLEVELAND    “English organist Simon Preston performed with brilliant virtuosity ...”

The Cleveland Plain Dealer

CINCINNATI   “Simon Preston’s recital at Christ Church can only be described as enthralling.”

Cincinnati Enquirer

ST. LOUIS
“His technical accomplishment was never in question; his musicality animated a difficult program and made it interesting throughout.”

St. Louis Post-Dispatch

KANSAS CITY  “Mr. Preston's program was a model of its kind, and his playing was absolutely thrilling.”

 Kansas City Star

SHREVEPORT
“After hearing Simon Preston play, we can readily understand why he has been termed by British critics as perhaps the most brilliant of his generation of organists.”

Journal

TORONTO
“Superlatives seem the only logical commentary on Preston’s performance.”

Globe & Mail

LONDON
“The main enjoyment of the evening came from two of the qualities that have already made Mr. Preston one of our leading organists: his apparently complete mastery of any organ he lays hands on, and his musicianly ability to use so versatile an instrument as this to its full potential.”

The Times

Recording Reviews

J. S. Bach:  The Organ Works (Deutsche Grammophon)

“… a star performer of the world stage, possessed of little short of a genius for feeling the current of the rhythm.”

Organists’ Review
Saint-Saëns Symphony No. 3 with the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra under James Levine:

“... the balance between the orchestra and organ, here played so powerfully by Simon Preston, is well judged ... the organ entry in the finale is quite magnificent, the excitement of Preston thundering out the main theme physical in its impact ... yet absolutely clear and clean in focus.”

Gramophone (London)

Poulenc Organ Concerto with the Boston Symphony Orchestra under Seiji Ozawa:

“... a warm, sumptuous orchestral accompaniment, with just a hint of acerbity in the strings, provides an appropriate backdrop for Simon Preston’s incisive, vigorous playing.”

The Times of London

Bach for Deutsche Grammophon:

“Charismatic Bach playing of quite another order comes via DG and Simon Preston, whose highly regarded Bach series is now roughly a third of the way through, inspiring the release of a boxed set devoted to the five discs issued so far, plus one that’s new – the Trio Sonatas (439 201-2GX6).  The Organ Concertos are included, as is the Orgelbüchlein on a single CD, the Schübler Chorales and various of the larger pieces, including the Toccatas and Fugues in F and D minor and the Passacaglia.  Various instruments have been used, all being of high quality, the recordings are exemplary and the playing superlative.”

Gramophone

SIMON PRESTON

Discography

DEUTSCHE GRAMMOPHON/ARCHIV (Polygram Distribution)

CONDUCTOR











	Handel
	Dettingen Te Deum & Dettingen Anthem

	
	CD 410 647-2 AH

	
	

	Handel
	The Coronation Anthems

	
	CD 410 030-2 AH

	
	

	Handel
	Dixit Dominus/Nisi Dominus/ Salve Regina

	
	CD 423 594-2 AH

	
	

	Palestrina
	Missa Papae Marcelli

	Allegri
	Miserere, etc.

	
	CD 415 517-2 AH

	
	

	Various
	Coronation Music for King James II

	
	CD 419 613-2 AH

	
	

	Various
	Christmas Carols

	
	CD 413 590-2 GH

	
	

	Various
	Trumpet Concertos (Laubins & ECO)

	
	CD 431 817-2 GH


ORGAN











	Bach
	Organ Concertos (Vivaldi) BWV 592-596

	
	CD 423 087-2 GH

	
	

	Bach
	Toccata & Fugue in D minor, etc. BWV 565/572/590/532/769/552

	
	CD 427 668-2 GH

	
	

	Bach
	Chorale Partitas BWV 770/766/767/768

	
	CD 429 775-2 GH

	
	

	Bach
	Orgelbüchlein BWV 599-644

	
	CD 431 816-2 GH

	
	

	Bach
	Schübler Chorales BWV 645-650 & Passacaglia BWV 582/542/540/564

	
	CD 435 381-2 GH

	
	

	Bach
	Trio Sonatas BWV 525-530

	
	CD 437 835-2 GH

	
	

	Bach
	Organ Works Boxed Set of 6 CDs

	
	439 201-2 GX6

	
	

	Handel
	Organ Concertos, Op. 4/A Major

	
	CD 413 465-2 AH2

	
	

	Handel
	Organ Concertos Op. 7 and Cuckoo & Nightingale/D minor

	
	CD 413 468-2 AH2

	
	

	Handel
	4 Organ Concertos HWV 295/306/289/292

	
	CD 419 634-2 AH

	
	

	Saint-Saëns
	Symphony No. 3  Berlin Philharmonic/Levine

	
	CD 419 617-2 GH

	
	

	Widor
	Symphony No. 5

	Vierne
	Carillon de Westminster

	
	CD 413 438-2 GH

	
	

	Various
	Awake the Trumpet’s Lofty Sound  (Music for trumpets and organ)

	
	CD 419 245-2 GH

	
	

	Poulenc
	Organ Concerto

	
	CD 437 827-2 GH


DECCA RECORDS (Polygram Distribution) (LONDON label in US)

CONDUCTOR











	Handel
	Foundling Hospital Anthem Ode for the Birthday of Queen Anne

	Haydn
	Missa Brevis

	
	CD 421 654-2 OH

	
	

	Bach
	Magnificat

	Vivaldi
	Gloria

	
	CD 414 678-2 OH

	
	

	Handel
	Utrecht Te Deum & Jubilate

	
	CD 414 413-2 OH

	
	

	Haydn
	Missa Sanctae Ceciliae

	
	CD 417 125-2 OH

	
	

	Haydn
	Great Organ Mass, Missa Sancti Nicolai, Missa Rorate Coeli Desuper

	
	CD 421 478-2 OH

	
	

	Handel
	Israel in Egypt

	
	CD 421 602-2 DM2

	
	

	Handel
	Water Music/Fireworks Music

	
	CD 430 717-2 DM

	
	

	Dvorak
	Mass in D

	
	CD 430 364-2 DM

	
	

	Stravinsky
	Symphony of Psalms, Canticum Sacrum/Mass

	Poulenc
	Quatre Motets pour un temps de penitence

	
	CD 430 346-2 DM

	
	

	Lassus
	Missa Bell'Amfitrit'Altera, Penitential Psalm VII, Motets

	
	CD 433 679-2 DM

	
	


ORGAN











	Various
	Variations on America, Organ Spectacular

	
	CD 421 731-2 ZH

	
	

	Various
	Crown Imperial - The World of the Organ

	
	CD 430 091-2 DWO

	
	

	Messiaen
	La Nativite du Seigneur

	
	CD 425 616-2 DM2

	
	

	Various
	Romantic Organ Music

	
	MC 421 021-2 DC


NOVALIS

	Vivaldi
	Flute & Oboe Concertos (Conducting English Chamber Orchestra with soloists

Philippe Racine & Thomas Indermuhle)

	
	CD 150 062-2

	
	

	Bach
	Oboe Concertos (Thomas Indermuhle & ECO)

	
	CD 150 077-2


PHILIPS

	Various
	Trumpet & Organ  (Haakan Hardenberger (trumpet)

	
	CD 634 074-2

	
	

	Bach
	Brandenburg Concerto No. 5, Concerto in A minor, BWV 1044

	
	Peter Schreier, conductor

	
	CD 434 918-2 PH2


TO BE RELEASED SHORTLY:
Copland Organ Symphony (RCA)

St. Louis Symphony, Leonard Slatkin, conductor

Bach: Flute Concerti

Phillipe Racine, flute & ECO
Karen McFarlane Artists, Inc.

33563 Seneca Drive • Cleveland, OH 44139

TOLL FREE (866) 721-9095 • FAX (440) 542-1890 • www.concertorganists.com
