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TODD WILSON

Biography


Regarded across America and around the world as one of today’s finest concert organists, Todd Wilson serves as head of the Organ Department at The Cleveland Institute of Music.  In addition, he is Curator of the E.M. Skinner pipe organ at Severance Hall (home of The Cleveland Orchestra), and Director of Music and Worship at Cleveland’s Trinity Cathedral (Episcopal), where he plays the Cathedral’s Flentrop organs.  He also is House Organist for the newly-restored Aeolian organ at the Stan Hywet Home and Gardens in Akron, Ohio.
CHURCH AND ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS

Mr. Wilson has previously held positions as Director of Music and Organist at The Church of the Covenant (Presbyterian) in Cleveland, where he led a program of choirs and a concert series.   From 1989 through 1993 he was also Head of the Organ Department at Baldwin-Wallace College Conservatory of Music in nearby Berea, performing in their annual Bach Festivals.  Prior to these positions, he served as Organist and Master of the Choristers at the Cathedral of the Incarnation in Garden City, New York.  In New York, he taught on the faculties of Adelphi and Hofstra Universities and was organist of the George Mercer School of Theology.

CONCERT ENGAGEMENTS

Todd Wilson has been heard in concert in many major cities throughout the United States, Europe, and Japan, including concerts at Symphony Hall (Birmingham, UK), Los Angeles’ Walt Disney Concert Hall, Chicago's Orchestra Hall, Cleveland’s Severance Hall, Dallas’ Meyerson Symphony Center, and Uihlein Hall in Milwaukee.  In 1992 he was a recitalist for Austrian Radio in Vienna, as well as in concert with the Slovakian Radio Symphony Orchestra in a performance of Samuel Barber’s “Toccata Festiva.”  During June of the same year, he performed Jean Langlais’ “Piece in Free Form” and Howard Hanson’s “Concerto for Organ, Strings and Harp” with members of the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra as part of the National Convention of the American Guild of Organists.  Also in 1992 he played the “Antiphonal Fantasy” by Norman Dello Joio with the Naples (Florida) Philharmonic, followed by a recording of it, along with works by Ives and Persichetti with that orchestra for Summit Records.  In July of 1996 he was featured in the opening concert of the Centennial National Convention of the American Guild of Organists, at St. Patrick's Cathedral, New York City.  In October of that same year he played two concerts with orchestra as part of the festivities dedicating the new organ given by Van Cliburn at the Broadway Baptist Church in Ft. Worth, Texas. In May of 2001 Mr. Wilson made his solo debut with the Cleveland Orchestra on the newly restored E. M. Skinner organ at Severance Hall in two performances of the Symphonie Concertante by Joseph Jongen, and in October 2002 he again appeared with the Cleveland Orchestra in four performances of the Organ Symphony by Aaron Copland.  In June 2003 he dedicated the organ in the new 21,000-seat Mormon Conference Center in Salt Lake City, in October 2004 he was organ soloist with the Los Angeles Philharmonic Orchestra on the first orchestra subscription series concerts featuring the new organ at Walt Disney Concert Hall in Los Angeles, and in January 2005 he presented his first solo recital in Tokyo, Japan.
RECORDINGS

Mr. Wilson’s latest CDs on the JAV label feature a live recital of American music from the National Cathedral in Washington, DC, and “Live from Severance Hall”: a concert of music for trumpet and organ with Michael Sachs, Principal Trumpet of The Cleveland Orchestra.  Other CDs on the JAV label are “Music for Cello and Organ” with his daughter, Rachel (released in September, 2003), “George Thalben- Ball and Friends” (released July 2001), and “Frank Bridge and Friends” featuring the complete organ works of Frank Bridge (released June 2000).  He plays a variety of Christmas music on “A Joyous Celebration,” the inaugural recording (2001) of the recently restored E. M. Skinner organ in Cleveland’s Severance Hall, which is available from The Cleveland Orchestra.  Mr. Wilson’s CDs for Delos International include:  the Complete Organ Works of Maurice Duruflé; the Widor “Symphonie Romane” plus works by Jongen, Langlais, Bonnet, Demessieux and Dupré; “In a Quiet Cathedral,” a two-disc collection of meditative organ music.  “Double Forte,” a recording of duo organ works with David Higgs, was released in 1996.  He is heard playing and directing on a CD of American choral and organ music from Cleveland's Church of the Covenant.  Earlier recordings include a Disques du Solstice recording of Tournemire organ works on the organ of Chartres Cathedral, and works by Duruflé, Guillou and Robinson at the Church of St. Mary the Virgin in New York City (Gothic).

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND

Mr. Wilson received his Bachelor and Master of Music degrees from the College-Conservatory of Music at the University of Cincinnati, where he studied organ with Wayne Fisher and piano with John Quincy Bass.  Further coaching in organ repertoire was with Russell Saunders at The Eastman School of Music.  An active member of the American Guild of Organists, Mr. Wilson holds the Fellow and Choirmaster certificates from that institution, and won the S. Lewis Elmer Prize for the highest national exam score in 1982.  He has been a featured recitalist at many Guild conventions. 

COMPETITION/ADJUDICATION BACKGROUND

He has won numerous competitions, including the prestigious French Grand Prix de Chartres, the Fort Wayne Competition, the Strader National Scholarship Competition and the national competition sponsored by the First Congregational Church of Los Angeles.  A sought-after adjudicator, Mr. Wilson has been a member of the jury for many of the world’s most prestigious competitions such as The Nürnberg Competition (Germany), the Dallas Competition, the Royal College of Organists’ Performer of the Year Competition, the Calgary International Organ Festival and Competition, the St. Alban’s International Organ Festival (England), the Grand Prix de Chartres and the Toulouse Festival Competitions (France), the American Guild of Organists National Young Artists Competition, and the Ft. Wayne Competition.  

CHURCH MUSIC/WORKSHOPS

Having grown up in the men and boys choir of Trinity Church in Toledo, the choirs and music of the Anglican tradition have been an influential part of Mr. Wilson's musical life.  During 1978-79 he served as a visiting assistant in music at Canterbury Cathedral in England under Dr. Allan Wicks.  At the Cathedral of the Incarnation, Mr. Wilson directed one of the longest-running choirs of men and boys in continuous existence in the United States.  Mr. Wilson frequently presents workshops on English choral and organ music, as well as on service playing.  An active interest in improvisation has led to his popular improvised accompaniments to classic silent films.  He has been organ clinician at the Evergreen Conference (for Episcopal church musicians) in Colorado, twice at the Montreat Conference on Worship and Music, at the National Music Camp at Interlochen and for the Presbyterian Association of Musicians.  In 1992 and 1993 he was the director of the Pipe Organ Encounter for the AGO, held in Cleveland.
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Press Notices

CONCERT REVIEWS

MINNEAPOLIS   (2008 AGO National Convention)
“A highlight of the convention was the recital by Todd Wilson … Few artists in the profession communicate at the level of depth as does this gracious gentleman.  Todd Wilson sets the gold standard by which others are measured.  Soul-satisfaction is the last word for these 45 minutes of bliss.”

The American Organist

LOS ANGELES
“Todd Wilson was the versatile guest artist in the [LA] Philharmonic’s opening subscription program, moving with ease between main and mobile consoles in music that showed his considerable skills as virtuoso, concerto soloist and orchestral accompanist.”

The Wall Street Journal

COLUMBUS    “In … Reubke’s Sonata on the 94th Psalm, Wilson’s flawless technique and peerless interpretive maturity rendered a performance of the highest caliber.  It would be hard to imagine better playing.”

The Columbus Dispatch

CLEVELAND  “... a fabulous virtuoso with fleet feet, a prodigious memory and technique to burn.”

The Plain Dealer

CLEVELAND
“Curator of the Severance Hall organ, head of the organ department at the Cleveland Institute of Music and director of Music and organist at Church of the Covenant, Wilson is not only a virtuoso performer and respected teacher.  He is also a warm personality who engages the audience with spoken program notes and a sense of humor.”

The Plain Dealer

CLEVELAND
“ORGANIST PULLS OUT ALL THE STOPS IN DAZZLING SHOW OF VIRTUOSITY, FUN”  “A fantastic concert by Cleveland organist Todd Wilson … A masterly organist, he pulled the right stops, managed the four manuals effortlessly and flew over the pedals with the speed and grace of a toe dancer.  Gifted with an affinity for the grand romantic style, he presented his showy program with dignity, taste and skill.  His performance, a feat of imagination and endurance, won a spontaneous standing ovation.”

The Plain Dealer

CLEVELAND
(Solo debut with The Cleveland Orchestra)  “The soloist was Todd Wilson who became the hall’s organ curator this season.  He was just the right musician for the job, tackling Jongen’s gargantuan demands with boldness and finesse and finding the apt registrations to bring character to each phrase.”

The Plain Dealer

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA
“Wilson ... is a master tonal colorist ... consistent security on both the manuals and pedals.”

The Birmingham News

TOLEDO
“RESTORED ORGAN’S SOLO DEBUT IS DIVINE”    (Peristyle Theater) “[Todd] Wilson is a superbly graceful and confident musician. [He] took great care to show the organ’s broad range of colors.  The program could hardly have been more diverse.  The playing was always thoughtful and nuance rich.”

The Blade

TOLEDO
(Review of Jongen Symphonie Concertante with the Toledo Symphony)
“Subtitled Organ Spectacular, the concert … featuring Todd Wilson, was spectacular.  From the first spine-tingling entrance …Wilson’s playing shone, particularly in the third movement … where his voicings echoed and enhanced the woodwind and brass colors in the orchestra so very well.”

The Blade
TOLEDO
“ORGANIST WINS ROUSING OVATION FROM PEERS”   “Mr. Wilson emerged a master performer, in full control of the music and the instrument and with the knowledge to present such music in a challenging, involving way. This is the kind of programming and playing that can win as-yet-untouched audiences to the king of instruments.”

The Blade

FORT WAYNE
“ORGANIST SPARKLES IN UNIQUE PROGRAM”  “Mr. Wilson’s program was one of the most varied and unique to be heard in recent years.  Mr. Wilson was superb as he unraveled the tremendous power and beauty of this monumental work for organ (Liszt Ad nos).”

Fort Wayne Journal-Gazette

CANTON
“TODD WILSON DRAWS AUDIENCE TO ITS FEET DURING PERFORMANCE” (Performance with the Canton Symphony Orchestra)
“… from the strong opening chords to the hauntingly reverent adagio passages [Poulenc Concerto for Organ and Strings], Wilson was simply riveting.   Wilson drew a standing ovation at the conclusion of the Poulenc concerto.”
The Canton Repository

SARASOTA
“TODD WILSON GIVES SUPERIOR ORGAN CONCERT”   “... dazzling performance.”

Sarasota Herald-Tribune

LINCOLN
“Todd Wilson’s breathtaking account of Dupré’s Variations on a Noel was a perfect close to the first half of the program.”

Lincoln Journal

PALO ALTO   “WILSON’S VIRTUOSO CONCERT”
“The opening Pageant (Sowerby) was a virtuoso piece for the pedal board; Wilson’s feet dashed and up down the whole range at incredible speed and with crystal clarity. … Clarity and precision also were evident in the massive Reger work and the Bach Chorale Prelude. … Wilson’s obvious enjoyment of the music showed in his charming and witty remarks about the programmed pieces, which were delivered with the same ease and masterly nonchalance which characterized his playing.”
Times Tribune

ALBUQUERQUE
(Janacek Glagolitic Mass)  “Organist Todd Wilson from Cleveland added plenty of fire, especially in the final, explosive organ solo.”

The Albuquerque Journal
RECORD REVIEWS

“If it has Todd Wilson’s name on it, it’s going to be good, and usually very good.”

“Wilson demonstrates his complete mastery of the instrument throughout the selection of pieces.”

The American Organist

Frank Bridge and Friends (JAV)

“The playing on this recording is excellent, which should surprise no one who has ever heard Todd Wilson.”

American Record Guide

“Wilson’s playing of Bairstow’s Prelude in C takes one back to York Minster in its concept, and no one could wish for a more Anglophilic performance of Lang’s Tuba Tune.”

The American Organist

On A Sunday Afternoon, Vol. 5 (The organ of Washington National Cathedral)

“Todd Wilson evokes a brilliant all-American program from this quintessentially American instrument in the nation’s capital.  Wilson, as always, seems to have gone out of his way to demonstrate the depth of the organ, one feels one has heard – and could hear – every single pipe of this colossus.  This is a breathtaking visit with this treasure.  Todd Wilson makes sure you will never forget it.”

The American Organists

George Thalben-Ball and Friends (JAV)

“… sterling performance of GTB’s music and that of his friends.  Todd Wilson adopts spacious tempi and elegantly-phrased lines in Thalben-Ball’s melodious music … while the technical challenges of the pedal Paganini variations seem as nothing to the player.”

Organists’ Review

“Wilson camouflages registration changes competently, and constantly treats us to subtle effects like the cancellation of tremolo just before a note stops, a tribute to his intelligent artistry and attention to detail.”

The American Organist

Todd Wilson, Church of St. Mary the Virgin, New York (Gothic)

“Todd Wilson is a brilliant musician ... We award this issue our rare prize of the season.”

The American Organist

Duruflé: Organ Music (Delos)

“... a ravishing organ disc.”

The New York Times
“Performance: Stunning / Recording: Superb”

Stereo Review
“... a consummate recording from American organist Todd Wilson ... He plays with the effortless and unaffected fluency that distinguished their performances (Marie-Madeleine and Maurice Duruflé), and with real skill at building musical climaxes ... Add absolutely stunning recorded sound and you’ve got one of the best organ discs to have come along in ages.  This is one not to be missed.”

Ovation

“Wilson’s interpretation of the Scherzo may be definitive ... His willingness to linger at appropriate spots and his way of sculpting phrases convey the impression of a performer who lavished loving care on this piece ... (Toccata from Suite, Op. 5) Wilson owns this piece ... an exhilarating performance ... Wilson is well-known as a virtuoso who specializes in contemporary literature; he has a special affinity for French music, and perhaps Duruflé in particular.  I highly recommend this disc to anyone who wants to know how this music should sound.”

American Record Guide
“The performances ... are of the highest quality, and Todd Wilson builds thrilling climaxes as well as articulating cleanly and showing a fine ear for color.  The account of the ... Toccata of the Suite, Opus 5, has breathtaking bravura.  The spontaneity and power of the playing are compulsive.  The recording is immensely spectacular.”

Penguin Guide to CDs and Cassettes

“Todd Wilson is a formidable performer, and his playing here has all the expressive warmth, rhythmic perfection and dazzling virtuosity that one encounters in the most superb players.  Phrase after phrase is shaped in a mature and loving way to achieve performances that are at once  personal and objective.”

The Tracker

“Also from Delos comes one of the best organ recordings to have hit the silver disc.”

Times-Union, Rochester NY

In a Quiet Cathedral (Delos)

“... it requires a gifted artist – technically and musically – to keep the listeners’ attention without fireworks.  Todd Wilson is just such an artist.  He has achieved that exquisite balance between line and registration that occurs all too seldom in organ performances these days.  Many works here are “old chestnuts” for most organists, but his performances restore their newness and freshness ... A perfect balance of artist and organ and a must-have recording for any library!”

American Record Guide

Music for Cello and Organ (JAV)


“… an exquisite mix of pieces.  This is a must-have.”

The American Organist

Great French Virtuosic Organ Music (Delos)

“His performance is marked, as always, by sensitivity, musicianship, and obvious agility and dexterity ... Wilson once again demonstrates a masterly touch, fluid technique, and a healthy sense of musical architecture.”

American Record Guide

“This splendid disc fully deserves its title: the scores are worthy, even great, very French, played in true virtuoso fashion by Todd Wilson ... a most memorable concert.”

The American Organist

“... real music, played by a real musician ... for stunning originality, for warm fuzzy surround, for contributing something to the future of the organ, for reaching the public where the public needs reaching, In a Quiet Cathedral wins first prize.”

The American Organist
TODD WILSON

Discography

Live from Severance Hall
A concert of music for trumpet and organ (with Michael Sachs, Principal Trumpet of The Cleveland Orchestra) featuring works by Torelli, Neruda, Viviani, Sowerby and Eben. Available from The Cleveland Orchestra at www.clevelandorchestra.com or by calling The Cleveland Orchestra Store at 216-231-7478.

On a Sunday Afternoon, Vol. 5 (JAV 149)
Music by American composers, recorded live at Washington National Cathedral, featuring music by Sousa, Persichetti, Bolcom, Sowerby, Craig Phillips and others.

Music of Charles Tournemire – Disques du Solstice (SOCD 148)
Recorded at chartres Cathedral, Todd Wilson plays two suites from “L’ Orgue Mystique” and other pieces; Phillipe Lefebvre plays the Five Improvisations.

Music for Cello and Organ (JAV 140)

Todd Wilson and daughter, Rachel Wilson, cellist, play works by Elgar, Dupré, Messiaen, Saint-Saëns, Schumann and Lemare.
A Joyous Celebration!
Featuring a wide variety of Christmas music, this is the inaugural recording (2001) on the newly restored E. M. Skinner organ in Cleveland’s Severance Hall.

Available from The Cleveland Orchestra at www.clevelandorchestra.com, or by calling The Cleveland Orchestra Store at (216)231-7478.

George Thalben-Ball & Friends (JAV 127) -  

The complete works of George Thalben-Ball with other music by Hollins, Walford Davies, Yon, Festing, Schubert, and Weitz

(Recorded at the Cathedral of Our Lady Queen of the Most Holy Rosary, Toledo, OH)

Frank Bridge and Friends (JAV 120)

The complete organ works of Frank Bridge with music by Bairstow, Britten, Ireland, Lang, Walton and Whitlock.

(Recorded at St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church, Palm Desert, CA)

Double Forte (Delos DE 3175) With David Higgs – music for two organists

Mozart, Saint-Saëns, Wagner, Hampton, J.C.Bach

(Recorded at National City Christian Church, Washington DC)

In a Quiet Cathedral (Delos DE 3145; 2-disc set)

Music of Bach, Brahms, Schumann, Vaughan Williams, Mozart, Langlais, Bridge, Sowerby, Benoit, Purvis, Tartini, Harris, Mendelssohn, Widor, Callahan, Strayhorn, Dupré, Shearing, Frescobaldi, Vierne, Rachmaninoff, Barber, Hilse


(Recorded at Cathedral of St. Philip, Atlanta)

The Naples Philharmonic (Summit DCD 145)

With David Hickman, Trumpet Conducted by Timothy Russell Dello Joio Antiphonal Fantasy, Planel Concerto for Trumpet; Persichetti The Hollow Men; Ives Variations on “America”
(Recorded at Philharmonic Center for the Arts, Naples FL)

Todd Wilson Plays Great French Virtuosic Organ Music  (Delos DE 3123)

Jongen Sonata Eroica, Langlais Thème et Variations from “Hommage à Frescobaldi”, Dupré Cortège et Litanie, Bonnet Variations de Concert, Demessieux Three Chorale Preludes, Widor Symphonie Romane 

(Recorded at the University of Alabama Concert Hall)

Maurice Duruflé Organ Music (Complete) (Delos D/CD 3047)


(Recorded at Church of St. Thomas Aquinas, Dallas)

American Music from The Church of the Covenant – 

Choral and Organ Works by 14 American Composers

Available from The Church of the Covenant, 11205 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland OH 44106

JAV Recordings can be purchased by calling toll-free 1-888-572-2242 or by visiting the JAV web site at:  www.greatorgancds.com

Delos Recordings can be purchased by calling 1-800-364-0645 or by sending e-mail to orders@delosmus.com
Disques du Solstice are available by visiting their website at:  www.solstice-music.com/
PRINTED MUSIC BY TODD WILSON

Hymns with Brass Series (Published by H. T. FitzSimons Co.)

These arrangements are all scored for choir/congregation, organ, two trumpets, two trombones and timpani.  Brass and timpani parts are listed as the separate “B” numbers, and are available from the publisher.

Lift High the Cross (Crucifer)



F2277
F2277B

Angels We Have Heard on High (Gloria)

F2302
F2302B

With High Delight (Mit Freuden zart)

F2304
F2304B

Come Down, O Love Divine (Down Ampney)
F2305
F2305B

Jesus Christ is Risen Today (Easter Hymn)

F2306
F2306B

Come, Christians, Join to Sing (Madrid)

F2317
F2317B

All Who Love and Serve Your City (Charlestown)
F2332
F2332B

What Does the Lord Require? (Sharpthorne) SATB + Organ

H. T. FitzSimons Co.  F2303
Hymn tune HARGROVE set to F. Pratt Green’s text “We who worship bear our witness”


(Included in Supplement 96.  Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream IL 60188)

Hymn tune MCLAREN set to Andrew Pratt’s text “When our love is torn or battered”


(Included in Supplement 99. Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream IL 60188)

Hymn tune Canticum Populi set to Brian Wren’s text “Give thanks for music-making art”

(Included in The Brian Wren Collection: Christ Our Hope.  Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL, 60188.  Also set to Brian Wren’s text “Give thanks to God for every day”)

(Included in Love’s Open Door: Hymns and Songs 2004-2008 by Brian Wren.  Stainer & Bell, London; and Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL, 60188.)

Karen McFarlane Artists, Inc.

33563 Seneca Drive • Cleveland, OH 44139
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